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  Pre-intermediate Unit 11 DVD script

N = Narrator     J = Jeremy Vine     Ja = James     MrB = Mr Breem     
MrsB = Mrs Breem  MrsR = Mrs Roper     B = Boy
N:
Television. Are our children watching too much? And what is the effect of TV on family life? Is it time to switch off for good?

J:  
It makes our kids fat, teaches them to be violent, and rots their brains. If, as some argue, TV, computer games are guilty of all that, then surely they should be banned, or at least severely rationed. But hang on, if the kids were unglued from the screen, could we, the parents, cope? 

N: 
Eighty-four percent of children over five have a television in their bedroom. At the age of eight, the average child watches thirty-two whole days of television. What would life be like without the TV?

J:
This is Park Road Primary School, on the outskirts of Manchester. A very friendly place, as we are about to see. This is Year 3 in here. Hi there!

Kids: 
Hello.

J:  
Seven and eight years old. James, what are you studying?

Ja:  
Numeracy.

J:  
Numeracy. Well, they have agreed to take part in our experiment to see what happens when televisions and computers are removed from their lives. And just over here on the wall, we’ve got cameras to record the impact of what goes on.

N:
The experiment looks at children’s progress in school. However, Jeremy and his team also go into their homes and remove the screens, the telly, the PC, the games, everything but the microwave. 

In exchange, they get one new piece of electrical equipment, a camera, to film what happens. Without the TV, it’s clear the parents will have to work a lot harder. They and the children will move their bodies, they’ll play board games, they’ll mime, they’ll get into shape, they’ll rediscover old games, they’ll even draw pictures and paint. Anything and everything but the screen. Life for these families has to change. But is it a change for the better or the worse?

After ten days of the experiment, Jeremy talks to the parents. What changes were there at home?

J:  
You know, we were looking for results in the classroom, and we found them in the home, and that was the big thing for us. Does that … ? Mr Breen … Is your … ?

MrB:
Um … I think we definitely found it very positive.
MrsB:
Well it was … it’s just there was a lot more laughter in the house. We were having a good laugh, um … and we kind of, you know, we were more of a family.

J:
Anyone else got, got rules here, as a result of this? The Ropers, you got any rules now?

MrsR:
What’s our rule?

B:
Erm, there’s not really any TV in the morning apart from the news …

MrsR:
Yeah.

B:
… on a school day.

J:
OK.

MrsR:
Yes, on a school days. Yes.

MrB:
I think most people have done that, haven’t they? We definitely don’t have any TV … 

MrsB:
We started doing that beforehand. We all have …
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