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  Pre-intermediate Unit 10 DVD script

P1 = 1st presenter     P2 = 2nd presenter      L = Laura Vicker      
M = Martha     Ma = Man

P1:
A nine-year-old girl has travelled to Malawi to see how money she raised by blogging about her school dinners is being spent.

P2:
Yes, Martha Payne from Argyll in Scotland became an internet sensation.  You’ll remember the local council banned her from posting photographs of her school meals on her blog.

P1:
So, Martha went on to raise more than £100,000 for a charity which helps provide meals for children in Malawi. Laura Vicker travelled there with her.

L:
Food is important to nine-year-old Martha Payne.  It’s family time.  It’s also a chance to create. All of the family bake, grow their own vegetables and raise sheep. But when Martha went to school, her lunches didn’t always impress. So much so, she started her own blog, called NeverSeconds.  

M:
We thought of school dinners because I always came home hungry and we’ve always wanted to do something about them, but we’ve never actually been bothered to.
L:
Word spread over social media and in just over week, 100,000 people had viewed Martha’s photos of her food. And Martha started to wonder if the blog could help others.  

M:
Someone made a comment on the blog saying, ‘Why are you complaining? At least you’re having school meals’. So then we thought about the people that didn’t have school meals and decided to raise money.

L:
And this is what that money went towards. A school kitchen in Malawi run by the charity Mary’s Meals. It will feed nearly two thousand children every day.

Ma:
This little building here was the temporary kitchen. And for five months, we used ... that … the community used that. And now we’ve managed to … through Martha’s efforts, we managed to raise enough money to build this kitchen.

L:
It has given this community a reason to celebrate. And Martha is the centre of attention. At first, she was a little overwhelmed by such a welcome, such a thank you. But she managed to put the finishing touches to a kitchen she helped create.  

M:
It was quite nerve-racking because everyone was singing, and staring at me.

L:
Were you a bit overwhelmed?
M:
Yeah.

L:
Are you a bit more relaxed now? How do you feel now?

M:
Happy.

L:
Martha and her family had offers from Hollywood, TV companies and publishers after her story went worldwide. Instead, this is where they wanted to come, to see the effect that a simple blog, written by a nine year old could have on the lives of others. Laura Vicker, BBC News, in Malawi.

P1:
Amazing story, isn’t it?

P2:
What an achievement for nine-year-old Martha Payne. Well done!
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